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the dissolution of the former Socialist Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY). This
mirrors the approach taken by the FRY last
week in applying as a new member to the
United Nations.

The FRY’s application on the same basis
as other successors demonstrates what Presi-
dent Kostunica has told United States offi-
cials: that he is abandoning Milosevic’s claim
that the FRY is the continuation of the
former SFRY. As applied to succession talks,
this change removes a major impediment to
progress in negotiations among the successor
states by establishing that all are operating
from a principle of equality. In this regard,
the fact that all other successors sponsored
the FRY’s entry to the United Nations and
have signaled a willingness to support entry
to the OSCE reflects the importance of the
step the FRY has taken.

In addition, President Kostunica has taken
other steps to expedite succession discus-
sions. He has designated senior officials for
the issue. These officials, in turn, have told
United States Government officials that they
intend to move quickly to reach an agreed
solution. As a sign of the priority the new
government attaches to this issue, during its
first week in office, it received the designated
international mediator, Sir Arthur Watts, to
resume talks suspended under the previous
regime. In their preliminary discussions with
Watts this week, Yugoslav officials reviewed
the prior negotiations and signaled their de-
sire to make a fresh start and to seek rapid
progress. These actions reflect a complete re-
versal of the previous government’s position
and represent reasonable and appropriate
steps towards resolving successor state issues.

As succession discussions develop and the
FRY applies to additional organizations, we
will continue to work with FRY authorities,
international mediators, and the other suc-
cessor states to press for progress towards
resolving these succession issues.

My Administration places great impor-
tance on the integration of the FRY into the
international community through member-
ship within regional and international organi-
zations. Such integration will support Presi-
dent Kostunica’s program on democratiza-
tion and economic recovery, which, in turn,
will help lead towards greater stability and
support for democracy within Serbia, as well

as increase cooperation with the FRY’s
neighbors and international community on
meeting Belgrade’s obligations under inter-
national law including cooperation with the
International War Crimes Tribunal.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; and C.W.
Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropriations.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 10.

Proclamation 7375—Veterans Day,
2000
November 10, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On this day, in ceremonies across our Na-

tion and around the world, Americans gather
to pay tribute to our veterans. In community
centers and church halls, at VFW posts and
U.S. embassies, in quiet cemeteries and on
battlefields fallen silent, we pause to honor
the brave men and women of our Armed
Forces whose devotion to duty and willing-
ness to serve have sustained our country for
more than two centuries.

Over the course of our history, some 41
million Americans have served—and more
than a million have died—so that we might
live in freedom. We are the beneficiaries of
their courage, their sacrifice, and their vigi-
lance; and so are countless freedom-loving
people around the world.

In the past century alone, through two
world wars and the long, tense struggle of
the Cold War; on the front lines in Korea,
Vietnam, Beirut, Grenada, Panama, Somalia,
Haiti, the Persian Gulf, and the Balkans, our
brave men and women in uniform have
risked their lives to protect U.S. interests, as-
sist our allies, promote peace, and advance
our ideals. Thanks to their extraordinary
record of service, more people now live
under democratic rule than at any other time
in history. And today, America is a stronger
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Nation in a more secure world because of
our veterans.

President Kennedy once said, ‘‘Democracy
is never a final achievement. It is a call to
untiring effort, to continual sacrifice and to
the willingness, if necessary, to die in its de-
fense.’’ Today we give thanks to the veterans
of our Armed Forces for showing that will-
ingness. Whether serving on bases and in
ports at home or deployed across the globe,
they have endured hardship and danger to
protect our Nation and assist our allies. The
story of America has been written, in large
part, by the deeds of our veterans—deeds
that bind us to our past, inspire us in the
present, and strengthen us to meet the chal-
lenges of the future.

In honor of those who have served in our
Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5
U.S.C. 6103 (a)) that November 11 of each
year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday
to honor America’s veterans. On Veterans
Day, we pay tribute to all those who have
served in our Armed Forces, and we remem-
ber with deep respect those who paid the
ultimate price for our freedom. America’s
veterans have answered the highest calling
of citizenship, and they continue to inspire
us with the depth of their patriotism and the
generosity of their service.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Saturday, November 11,
2000, as Veterans Day. I urge all Americans
to acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of
our veterans through appropriate public
ceremonies and private prayers. I call upon
Federal, State, and local officials to display
the flag of the United States and to encour-
age and participate in patriotic activities in
their communities. I invite civic and fraternal
organizations, places of worship, schools,
businesses, unions, and the media to support
this national observance with suitable com-
memorative expressions and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:46 a.m., November 14, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 15.

The President’s Internet Address

November 11, 2000

Next week representatives from around
the world will gather to help shape an inter-
national response to one of the greatest chal-
lenges we face, the threat of global warming.
Today I want to talk with you about what
this challenge means for the United States
and how we can meet it together. The sci-
entific consensus is clear: The Earth is warm-
ing, and there is strong evidence that human
activity is part of the reason why.

Today I received a report from some of
our leading scientists that provides the most
detailed assessment ever of the potential im-
pacts of global warming across the United
States. This landmark report, undertaken at
the request of Congress, pulls together a
great deal of scientific analysis and paints a
sobering picture of the future.

Scientists project that continued growth in
greenhouse gas emissions could raise tem-
peratures across our country by 5 to 9 de-
grees over the next 100 years. To put that
in perspective, the Earth has not seen a tem-
perature change of that magnitude since the
end of the last ice age, about 15,000 years
ago. This new study makes clear that this pro-
jected warming threatens serious harm to our
environment and to our economy. It could
mean more flooding, more droughts, more
extreme weather, and a serious disruption in
water supplies.

It could mean rising sea levels, the loss
of species, and the destruction of entire eco-
systems such as the Alpine meadows of the
Rocky Mountains. What’s more, the sci-
entists warn, there may be many other im-
pacts that we simply cannot predict.

Fortunately, there are steps we can take
now to help avert these threats to our future.
That’s why for the past 8 years Vice President
Gore and I have pursued commonsense


